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Supporting Innovation



Invest £3 billion a year in 
excellent knowledge creation 
and its translation:

VWorld-class research

V Facilities and technologies

V High-level skills, PhD training

V Public engagement, knowledge 
exchange and commercialisation
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BBSRC ïwhat we do:

ÅFund world-class bioscience research in UK Universities 

and Institutes 

ÅFund  bioscience training and skills for the next 

generation of bioscientists

ÅDrive the  widest possible social and economic impact

from our bioscience in industry, policy and public goods 

ÅPromote public dialogue on bioscience  



Three major strategic priorities

Industrial biotechnology 

and bioenergy

Bioscience for 

health

Agriculture and food 

security

Image credits 1.Thinkstock 2.TMO Renewables 3.Stephanie Schuller, IFR
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Bioscience for sustainable and productive agriculture, supplying 

not only sufficient, nutritious and safe food but also non-food 

products, in a rapidly changing world

Agriculture and Food Security

ÅCrop Science 

ÅAnimal health and livestock production

ÅSoil science and agri-systems 

approaches

ÅHealthy, safe and nutritious diets 
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Enabling Impact

Widest 
possible 
benefit to 
the UK 

economy 
and society

Enabling research 
outputs to improve 

UK 
competitiveness in 
global marketplace

Economic and 
Social Impact

Engagement with 
users

Partnerships & 
People

Maturing
Idea

Excellent 
Research
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Delivering impact through 

Knowledge Exchange & Commercialisation

ÅInvest in research to achieve the 
widest possible benefits & impact, not 
just commercial exploitation

Research 
Councils 

ÅEffective management of intellectual assets

ÅDevelop and deliver strategic vision for all aspects of 
KE&C, including  wider benefits to society and 
economy

ÅSharing and combining of Intellectual Assets 
between institutions in the interest of public good

ÅRecognise and reward people taking part in KE&C 
activities

Host 
institutions



Bioscience 

Research Base
Business

Strengthening and 

developing BBSRCôs 

links with bioscience 

research users

Enabling the 

bioscience research 

base to respond to 

industry challenges

Creating opportunities 

for engagement 

BBSRC working with business

http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/home/home.aspx
http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/home/home.aspx


From the research base to the useré

Collaborative 
Research

Collaborative 
Training

People Exchange Commercialisation

Driving 
Innovation



10

Research Industry Clubs (RICs)

Aims

Å Support high quality, innovative, pre-competitive research to underpin 

the UK industry in addressing significant challenges to future 

competitiveness

Å To strengthen the research community in the areas that underpin the 

long-term needs of industry through interdisciplinary research and 

provision of training 

Å To ensure the exchange of knowledge between the science base and 

industry through effective networking leading to impact



Research Industry Clubs

Skills and Knowledge Exchange

Strategic Collaboration Schemes

www.bbsrc.ac.uk/business

Collaborative Initiatives

http://www.ktponline.org.uk/
http://www.ktponline.org.uk/


Helping to Commercialise UK Agricultural Innovation

The Agri-Tech Catalyst has been set up by Innovate UK, DFID and BBSRC 

with £70M investment to make the UK a world leader in agricultural 

technology, innovation and sustainability. 

Proposals are invited relating to:

Å primary crop and livestock production, including aquaculture

Å non-food uses of arable crops (for example, for biomass)

Å food security and nutrition challenges in international development

Å challenges in food processing, provided the solution lies in production

Industrial research registration deadline:  7 Oct 2015 

Early- and Late-stage registration deadline: 13 Jan 2016



ÅA partnership between BBSRC, NERC and 12 Company 
members ςlaunched Spring 2014

Å£10M to provide solutions to key challenges affecting the 
efficiency, productivity and sustainability of UK crop and 
livestock sectors

ÅStructured around two interlinking themes:
1. Resilient and robust crop and livestock production 

systems
2. Predictive capabilities for sustainable agriculture

Sustainable Agriculture Research and Innovation Club


